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Analytical Records
FROM

THE LANCET LABORATORY.

APENTA.

(THE APOLLINARIS Co., LIMITED, 4, STRATFORD-PLACE, OXFORD-
STREET, W.)

APENTA is a well-known and much-esteemed purgative
water derived from the Uj Hunyadi Springs, situated on the
slopes outside Buda-pest. Its composition in regard to its
saline and active constituents, as far as we have examined

samples obtained at different times and different places, is
constant-a point of some importance, since the practitioner
is thus enabled to prescribe definite quantities for definite
results, and patients to rely upon a uniformity of medicinal
action. The specific gravity of four samples taken at

random at different times ranged between 1-039* and 1-041,
which represents but a slight difference in the amount
of dissolved saline constituents. The mean composition in
grammes per litre was found to be as follows: magnesium
sulphate, 23’40 ; sodium sulphate, 16’32 ; sodium chloride,
1-81; calcium carbonate, 0’90; and calcium sulphate, a trace.
There was a good indication of lithium. It will be seen

that the magnesium sulphate is decidedly in excess of the
sodium sulphate. The taste of the water is bitter, but is

less disagreeable than it might be were the magnesium salt
not distinctly in excess of the sodium salt. The magnesium
salt is less nauseating, and as a purgative is of a generally
milder character and less rapid in its action than sulphate of
soda. Its medicinal effect is favourably modified doubtless
by the fact of its being a natural water. The observation

has frequently been made that artificially-made waters

exhibiting approximately the same saline composition are
not so beneficial as those derived from natural sources.

This would appear to be true of purgative as well as chaly-
beate and alkaline carbonated waters.

(1) OLD GRANS TODDY (SCOTCH WHISKY); AND (2) SLOE GIN. I(CHARLES WRIGHT AND Sojf, WIRKSWORTH, AXD 33, GREAT TOWER- I
STEBhT, E.C.)

On analysis the whisky gave the following results:!
alcohol, by weight 39’30 per cent., by volume 46’59 per cent., ’1
equal to proof spirit 81’64 per cent.; extractives, 0’12 per cent.,
yielding 0’01 per cent. mineral matter; and acidity reckoned as
acetic acid, 0’021 per cent. These are satisfactory results to
which should be added that it possesses a mild and mellow
taste characteristic of a matured spirit and therefore free
from crude and injurious products of distillation. It is

evidently a careful blend of a pure and palatable character.
Sloe gin is a comparatively new introduction not entirely to
be deprecated since it is much less powerful than ordinary
liqueurs, for which it serves as a pleasant substitute. It is

of rich port-wine colour and possesses a peculiar, slightly
astringent, but agreeable fiavour, derived from the fruit of
the blackthorn. Its alcoholic strength, as will be seen

below, is much less than that of ordinary gin. On analysis
the following results were obtained : Alcohol, by weight
22-15 per cent., by volume 27 04 per cent., equal to proof
spirit 47’39 per cent. ; extractives and sugar, 18’13 per
cent. ; ash, giving distinct evidence of soluble phosphates
derived probably from the fruit, 0’35 per cent. We could
trace no injurious colouring matters.

EXTRACT OF MALT.

(THE SCOTTISH PRESRRVES COMPANY, LIMITED, GREENOCK)
The care with which this extract is prepared is evident;

from its fine malty flavour and its powerful digestive action
upon starch. It is contained in tins provided with a lever
lid of wide dimensions, so that the extract may be easily

taken out with a spoon. This is a distinct advantage and
convenience, especially in the case of sticky substances-.
Many have experienced how tedious and clumsy an operation
it is to obtain a definite quantity of viscous malt extract out
of a bottle having a comparatively small opening. The-

extract before us is of fine quality, possessing both directly
and indirectly nutritive properties of recognised value.

COD-LIVER OIL (COLD DRAWN).
(E. B. MACDOUGAL, ST. JOHN’S, NEWFOUNDLAND.)

The feature of this preparation consists in its having been
expressed from the liver in the cold. It is a clear and
brilliant oil of a pale straw colour and its specific gravity
was found to be 0-929. To test-paper it is neither acid
nor alkaline. Whatever may be the particular method of’
its preparation it is certainly as free from disagreeable
fiavour as cod-liver oil pure and simple can well be. It is
well borne, without the unpleasant eructations which follow
the ingestion of oils of a less degree of refinement.

CREAM CARAMELS.

(CLARKE, NICKOLLS, AND COOMBS, HACKNEY WICK WORKS, N.E.)
These confections are stated to be prepared with cream,

and our analysis gives no evidence to the contrary.
They contain an excellent proportion of butter fat, and in
the mineral residue obtained on incineration phosphates
derived from milk were found. These caramels are evi-

dently pure confections and have a pleasant toffee-like
flavour.

FOOD DELICACIES : (1) PUREE OF CHICKEN TRUFFLED ; .
AND (2) PUREE OF TOMATO AND SARDINE.

(J. MARQUIS, LATE RUFFIX AND CO., LIMITED, 74, TOTTENHAM COURT-
ROAD.)

We need say nothing of the well-known appetising
character of food preparations of the above order. It’

remains only to record that the above preparations, which
are of a high-class kind, were found to be entirely free-
from objectionable preservatives, while all risk of metallic
contamination is obviated by the preparation being con-
tained in glass jars, closed and sealed by atmospheric
pressure. This is a method of packing food which we

strongly commend.
IRISH WHISKY.

! (KiNAHAX AXD CO., QUILDFORD-STBEET, YORE-ROAD, LAMBETH:. S.E.)’
’ 

This is a spirit of exceptional softness and mellowness of
character, due doubtless to thorough ripening by storage.
It is, therefore, peculiarly well adapted for medicinal purposes.
It possesses the delicate ’’ peaty aroma and fiavour which
distinguish Irish whisky, and is free from those bodies
found in the products of distillation which are said to

cause unpleasant physiological effects. On analysis the’

following results were obtained : alcohol, by weight 40’80’
per cent. by volume 48-21 per cent., equal to proof
spirit 84’49 per cent.; extractives, 0-09 per cent.; mineral

matter, M’7 ; acidity reckoned as acetic acid, 0’006. It will

be seen that it contains practically no extractives and that
its acidity is almost nil.

SANITAS MOTH PAPER.

(THE SANITAS CO., LTD., BETHNAL-GREEN. E.)
There are not a few who would welcome an effective means

of getting rid of the moth pest. The Sanitas Moth Paper is
designed with this object in view. It consists of a sheet of
paper glistening with crystals of probably a mixture of

camphor and naphthalene. The former serves to mask to
some extent the disagreeable smell of the latter. It is no
doubt an effective device. :

NUTROA FOOD. *

(NUTROA, LIMITED, 54, ClIISWELL’STREIi.T, E.C.)

1 Nutroa food appears to consist of malted and cookedwheaten flour enriched with a preparation called " nutroa,"
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which is a substance rich in proteids, fat, and mineral
matter derived in a special way, as its name would imply,
from some kind of nut. " Nutroa is also used for enriching
flour for the preparation of bread. Our own opinion is that
fiour of good quality needs no such addition. But since

milling has become a fine art we fear that wheaten flour is
often behind the standard of quality in regard especially to
proteids and phosphatic constituents. The addition of
I I nutroa " in such a case would compensate, and in sufficient
proportion more than compensate, this poverty in these most
important food elements. For the purposes of a special food
as that before us such an addition is also valuable, assuming,
of course, that the substances introduced are available for

nutrition, and it is only the evidence of experience that can
decide this and not a mere chemical analysis. Nutroa food,
we find, exhibits the following composition: proteids, 16’00
per cent. ; fat, 1340 per cent. ; mineral matter, 0’94 per
cent. ; carbohydrates, 60 32 per cent. ; and moisture, 9’34per
cent. The fat is in an emulsified condition, and the effect of

malting the food appears to protect the fat from becoming
rancid, besides partially converting the carbohydrates, which
are thus made more soluble. The food, therefore, presents
not a single deficiency in regard to the essential factors of
a complete diet, proteid, carbohydrate, fat, and mineral

matters being present in generous and well-suited proportion.

ANAESTHETIC TABLOIDS.

(BURROUGHS, WELLCOME, & CO., SNOW-HILL BUILDINGS, E.C.)

The production of local anaesthesia by the infiltration r I-

method has recently been employed by Dr. Schleich of 1
Berlin with very satisfactory results. 1 His procedure is to 1
dissolve a small quantity of cocaine hydrochlorate in a weak 2
solution of common salt, by which it is found that the i
discomfort of an ordinary hypodermic injection was consider- (

ably reduced while the anaesthesia was less transitory. The 1
addition of morphia hydrochlorate is an advantage in i
sufficiently maintaining the insensibility to pain to allow of I
prolonged surgical operation. The infiltration method ;
consists briefly in injecting within, not under, the skin so
that a wheal is produced somewhat like a mosquito bite I
and about the size of a halfpenny. The first area

having been ausesthetised, a number of new circles are

added overlapping each other so as to include an area

within which the operation is to be conducted. The anoes-
thetic effect lasts, it is stated, some twenty minutes, fresh
infiltrations prolonging the period for hours. The advantage
of having the anaesthetic mixture ready to hand in tabloid
form is obvious. In the first place, decomposition cannot
set in in the tabloid form, and accuracy of measurement of the
quantities required is ensured. With this view tabloids have

been prepared representing the following useful formulas :-
No. 1, 11 strong "- cocaine hydrochlorate, 1-5th grain ;
morphia hydrochlorate, 1-40th grain; and sodium chloride,
1-5th grain. One tabloid dissolved in 100 minims of water

yields the "strong" " solution. No. 2, 11 normal "-cocaine

hydrochlorate, 1-lOth grain ; morphia hydrochlorate, 1-40th
grain; and sodium chloride, 1-5th grain. One tabloid
dissolved in 100 minims of water yields the " normal " solu-
tion. No.3," weak "-cocaine hydrochlorate, 1-100 grain;
morphia hydrochlorate, 1-40th grain ; and sodium chloride,
1-5th grain. One tabloid dissolved in 100 minims of water

yields the I weak" solution. In all three formulas the pro-
portions of morphia hydrochlorate and sodium chloride are
the same, the proportion of cocaine hydrochlorate only
varying. The normal strength is that usually employed,
and it is adapted to nearly every variety of minor surgical
operations, the weak being employed for infiltration into

deep tissues after superficial anasstbesia has been produced

1 THE LANCET, Feb. 29th, p. 565.

by No. 2. No. 1 is used for very sensitive areas only. Each

strength is supplied in non-actinic glass tubes containing
twelve tabloids in each.

IODOFORMIN.

(SPIES BROS. Co., 112, FENCHURCH-STREET, E.C.)

Iodoformin is described as a chemical combination of iodo-

form, and like it its antiseptic action probably depends upon
the readiness with which it parts with its iodine. Though
possessing an unmistakable smell of iodoform it is much less
powerful and persistent. It is a fine, very light yellow
powder which is not very soluble in cold, but freely in hot,
alcohol. By the action of secretions in wounds it is said to
liberate iodoform, but that this separation stops as the
secretion ceases, so that the iodoform is not in objectionable
excess. It is said also that, unlike iodoform, it dries up the
secretions without forming crusts. Iodoformin mixes with

glycerine, forming an emulsion, and it can be used favour-
ably in the form of ointment. Its chief advantage appears
to be that, though it is not exactly iodoform, and therefore
free in some respects from some of its objections, yet it

readily yields that body when in contact with secretions of
wounds. The same advantages would appearto be gained by
the use of iodoformin gauze, a specimen of which we have
also recently received.

ANTIKAMNIA.

(J. M. RICHARDS, 46, HOLBORN-YIADUCT, E.C.)
Antikamnia is well spoken of as an analgesic and anti-

pyretic in the treatment of neuralgia, rheumatism, &c. As

may be imagined, it is one more addition to the already long
list of coal-tar derivatives of the benzene series, into which,
however, certain amine groups have been introduced. It is
a white powder of a bitter taste and alkaline reaction. It
is not disagreeable to take and may be had either in powder
or tablet form, the latter being made in five-grain size.
It is described as not a preventive of, but rather as afford-
ing relief to, existent pain. By the presence in it of the
amine group it appears to exert a stimulating rather than
a depressing action on the nerve centres and the system
generally. If this be so it possesses advantages over other
crystalline coal-tar products.

TAKA DIASTASE.

(PARKE, DAVIS, AND Co., 451, OXFORD-STREET, AND 21, NORTH
AUDLEY-STREET, GROSVENOR-SQUARE, W.)

Taka Diastase is, as we have found by experiment, an
exceedingly active form of diastase obtained by cultivation
of a fungus of the species Eurotium Oryzse, a mycelial of the
Aspergillus family. The elaboration of the proeess, by
which also a powerful ferment (Taka Moto) is simultaneously
obtained, is due to a Japanese chemist, Mr. Jokichi

Takamine, whose investigations were fully described in

THE LANCET of May 25th, 1895. The purified diastasic
product, of which we have recently received samples,
consists of a somewhat brittle powder of a light-brown
colour ; it is practically free from taste, but it imparts a 
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peculiar sensation when placed on the tongue indicative of
high amylolytic properties. It will readily convert over

a hundred times its weight of starch. In reducing carbo-
hydrates to a soluble and probably more assimilable con-

dition in food it should prove of great service.

THE SOUTHAMPTON SEWAGE. - The county
council of Southampton have, on the recommendation of the
medical officer and the health committee, appointed a com-
mittee to consider the substitution of a single for the present
duplicate outfalls on the western shore. Mr. Harris reported
a great nuisance from the sewage at Shirley falling on the
mud and on the seaweed-the accumulation of the latter
itself a point to be remedied. He pointed out that many
advantages would accrue could a single outfall for the whole
of the sewers be obtained.


